
As we join together in worship today, whether in our church buildings or on-line, and as we 
minister to individuals and communities, many of whom are anxious about what the future 
may hold, may we continue to pray for God’s strength and protection using the words with 
which our new Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, blessed us following his confirmation 
on 9 July: 

    May the love of our good and generous God guide and protect us; 
    may the hope of the gospel sustain us and bring us joy; 
    when we are lost or lonely; when the road ahead seems hard, 
    or when the darkness gathers, 
    may the light and peace of Christ be ours. 
    Amen. 

Almighty God, as a church, we daily pray that “Your Kingdom Come” but most of the time 
we so often live in ways that prevent its coming. We spend too much of our time trying to 
build our own human kingdom, putting ourselves, rather than you, the centre our lives. 
Send your spirit to remind us that you are “First” and others are “Second” and we are 
“Third”. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 

Holy God, we pray for your church especially Bishops Nick, Helen-Ann and John, for Martin 
and Paul, Scott and Gillian, Peter and David, and all those who serve us. Thank you too for 
Colin and Chris, those who assist, serve, read and pray. And we give thanks for the ministry 
of Reverend Les Nevin as he retires from the Methodist Circuit, for is wife, Norma, for the 
Richmond community and the new Minister arriving in September. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 

Creator God, we thank you for the example of leadership given to us by your Son, Jesus 
Christ, in his life on earth. We pray for the renewal of a spirit of humility and a sense of 
responsibility among leaders of this world that the hungry might be fed and the oppressed 
might be freed to live in peace. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 

 



Father God, we worship you as the one who has given us this life and we ask that you will 
help us to live it to the full. At home may we be the friends and neighbours that we really 
want to be.  Help us to spread the warmth of your love to everyone we meet.  We especially 
pray at this time for all who visit this area and for all who cater for them as they enjoy their 
holidays in a responsible way. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 

Mighty God, we thank you for your love and compassion for all who suffer in body, mind 
and spirit. We pray that your healing presence will calm their fears, ease their pain and bring 
light into the darkness of all who are sick. We ask that you be with us, and all who need your 
loving touch as we continue to live beneath the shadow of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

We think of Valerie Strawbridge, Margaret Emmerson, Margaret Athorn, Claire. Judith 
Morton, Shona Allen, Eva, Liz Atkinson, Jean Coulthard, Maureen and Frank Gibbon, Mary 
Hartnell, Lesley Stevenson, David Willey, Josh Winch, all the patients at the Friary Hospital, 
and those known in the silence of our hearts, and others known only to you. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 

Merciful God, through the ministry of your Son Jesus Christ you have freed us from the grip 
of the tomb. We pray for those who have departed this life and ask you, through your 
loving-kindness, to have mercy on their souls.  We pray too for those bereaved by their 
passing. 

We pray particularly for Alastair Macrae, after a brave journey, but taken so young, for his 
family, his friends, all those at the Methodist Church who mourn his passing. We pray for 
the soul of Dr Julian Farrand QC – Lord, be with Baroness Hale at this time.  

 Let us also remember Cyril Athorn, Phyllis Atkinson, Margaret Petchey, Majorie Housden, 
Charlie Spensley. 

This week, we continue to remember Adam Gedye, Marcelle Caswell, Cecile Finlay, Cilla 
Cooper, Alan Rowlands, June Ivory as the anniversaries of their passing occur. 

 (Short Silence) 

Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer 



Gracious God, hear these prayers we offer you in his name. By the power of your Holy Spirit 
work within us and among us to bring your kingdom into this world. Let your will be done so 
that all people may live only for your praise and glory. 

Merciful Father: Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

 


